Harvest Ministries
Eastern Conference Annual Business Sessions
May 7-8, 2009
Action Items:  

· Commitment to pray for a church planter.
· Commitment to pant a new church every four years (as the Lord enables us).
· Commitment to offer a church/pastor growth/health venues every year.

     General Superintendent Eckhardt, Conference Superintendent Lyga, fellow pastors, lay members and guests to the Fortieth Annual Business Sessions of the Eastern Conference of the Evangelical Church.

     Good things are happening in Harvest Ministries in Eastern Conference.  This year I asked our churches to give me an update on things they have done in the past year to reach out into their community.  What follows is a brief outline of what I received:
1. Columbus:  Les Utegg is continuing to pastor the newly launched Columbus Church with an average attendance of approx. 100.  

2. Spartanburg:  Bruce Fielding is continuing to work with Pastor Cirigiliano at Faith Evangelical Church in developing his speaking skills.  Bruce is also filling the pulpit in a small independent church in Spring Creek.  Bruce and Carol continue to pray for God’s guidance and are networking in the Spartanburg’s area.
3. Sawyer:  A 13 week “Alpha” course resulted in two conversions.  Sawyer also held a motorcycle rally and a community Gospel concert in the local high school auditorium.  They rounded out their year with “The Nativity Project,” which is a movement to build yard sized nativities to eliminate the controversy over putting Nativities on public property by saturating the community with them on private property.  Over 38 were made.

4.  Valley View:  Sponsored the showing of three movies, “Flywheel” and “The Pirates Who Don’t Do Anything” and “The Nativity.”   Valley View also sponsored a “Friends Day,” but first took inventory of their church and removed things that were not “user friendly” before inviting friends to come join them.

5. New Beginning:  Sponsored a showing of “Fireproof” as an outreach to their community and hosted a community egg hunt.

6. Everson:  An off campus ministry has been launched in Everson, they have rented an old store front and named it “Everson Community Corner.”  There is a coffee house, tutoring ministry, and two small groups meeting there with plans for at least two more.  Also there are plans to start a latch key ministry this fall. Everson also sponsored the showing of “Fireproof” and has plans to show it in other venues.

     We are of course still seeking the Lord for timing, locations and church planters for the fulfilling of the Great Commission in the Eastern Conference.  Seven years ago money was our biggest hindrance, but today our greatest need is for a church planter.  We are asking you to covenant to pray that God will send us a church planter/pioneer to plant a new church within our conference boundaries.  

Also, it is our goal to plant a new church within our conference every four years as the Lord enables us.


And it is our goal to provide opportunities for our pastors to receive information and skills through seminars provided by our denominational leadership, conference leadership or by giving direction to existing venues.  It is our goal to offer at least one such venue every year to be partially funded out of the Church Extension Fund.

It is with an eye to the harvest that we are seeking to plant new churches and help our existing churches be better equipped to do kingdom work.  Harvest work is why we exist as a church, and if we fail at that, we fail as a church.   Let us pray the Lord of the Harvest to call us and to enable us to do a more effective job for His kingdom.
Respectfully Submitted,

Neil A. Stevens

Director of Harvest Ministries
